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Vote to Re-Elect Inga Miller

Let’s continue the progress we have made to

guide Orinda into the future while

preserving our community’s unique charm.
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Inga for Orinda City Council

- Thoughtful - Balanced

www.lngaForOrinda.com

Future of apartments still undecided
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It was a meeting that got
off to a tense start with all
council members reading
statements of impartiality,
prompted by the applicant’s
objection to Vice Mayor Susan
Candell’s participation in the
meeting. Attorney for the de-
veloper Bryan Wenter has
publicly called for Candell to
recuse, accusing her of bias
because of her previous public
position in opposition to the
development, saying she had
“crossed the constitutional
line,” and that they would only
answer questions from her un-
der protest. For her part, Can-
dell stated she was coming to
the matter with an open mind.
“Im here to listen,” she said.

Following presentations
from the traffic consultants
TJKM, the meeting went from
tense to sometimes hostile, as
Burks called the fire evacua-
tion plans for the schools, mo-
bilizing 22 buses from County
Connections in Concord to
evacuate students “absurd.”

“This modeling is honestly
third-grade modeling,” he said.

Burks was also dogged in
his questioning of Dave Baker,
project manager for the Ter-
races and particularly of Wen-
ter, asking if he had met with
State Sen. Nancy Skinner, or
had anything to do with a let-
ter to the council received from
her in December urging the
city to approve the project.
When repeatedly pushed on
the subject, Wenter refused to
answer, saying it had no rele-
vance to the matter at hand.

The council heard four
hours of public comment
which continued past 1:30 a.m.
the following morning and re-
flected much of what was said
in prior meetings, with many
residents — especially those in
the northeast section of the city
already badly impacted by
traffic — voicing their concerns
over wildfire evacuation safety.

SL Attorney Richard Drury,
pointed to what he described
as “new significant impacts” to
birds, air quality, the 2019 des-
ignation of the area as Very
High Fire Severity Danger

which were not present during
the original environmental
impact report and which he
said comes before HAA
considerations.

A statement from SL
Founder Michael Griffiths
summarizes their view: “Save
Lafayette continues to believe
that serious health and safety
issues have not been properly
addressed, that the city needs
to do a full EIR to address
wildfire risk and evacuation,
air pollution, traffic congestion,
wildlife endangerment and
noise pollution, so as to prop-
erly protect the citizens of
Lafayette.”

However those against the
project, once clearly in the ma-
jority, now find their voices
countered by a growing pro-
housing group, with many res-
idents speaking in favor of the
diversity that low-income
housing units could provide,
both racially and socioeco-
nomically. A group called In-
clusive Lafayette, started by
two young men, Jeremy Levine
and his brother Benji, has at-
tracted many followers in a
short time looking to address
social justice.

Addressing comments
made during the meeting, Je-
remy Levine says that CEQA
does not provide valid grounds
to deny an HAA-protected pro-
ject like the Terraces. He points
out too that Lafayette is lagging
in providing sufficient low-
income housing as required by
the Regional Housing Needs
Allocation.

“We are supposed to ap-
prove 78 low-income units by
the end of 2023. The Terraces,
with 63 units marked for the
low-income category as de-
fined by state law, will con-
tribute approximately 80% of
the units our city is supposed
to approve in that category,”
Levine said.

“The council has a
straightforward decision to
make,” added Levine, “a deci-
sion I am confident they will
make based on available evi-
dence and the law. No public
commenter identified anything
remotely close to a ‘specific,
adverse impact on the public

Parking on El Toyonal
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MOFD Chief David Win-
nacker, who attended the Zoom
council meeting while fighting a
fire in northern California, said
that when it comes to access,
every foot counts. City Manager
Steve Salomon pointed out that
the requirement will only be ef-
fective on red flag days, a rela-
tively small number of days per
year, on average from 20 to 30.
The main topic of the discussion
was how to allow parking on
private spaces created by home-
owners living on El Toyonal.
The council is contemplating
how to allow the use of such
spaces, while at the same time
permitting the widest emer-
gency access. The council
members and staff discussed
whether the space in which
parking is prohibited should be
measured from the middle of

the road or from the edge. As
there is not a continuous center

line on El Toyonal, the measure-

ment from the edge of the road-

way was considered the clearest.

How much clearance was de-
bated. Three feet gets awfully

close to the pavement, according

to Director of Public Works
Larry Theis, five feet would be
better, in his opinion, while 10
feet would be great but would
defeat the purpose of allowing
some parking spaces to be used.
Vice Mayor Amy Worth
brought up the tragedy of the
Highlands fire, when there was

a horrifying loss of life, she said,

and many who lost their lives
were stopped alongside the
roadway but were unable to
evacuate the area of the fire. It
is very important to implement
a plan for this year, as the fire
season is already upon us, she
said.

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

health and safety’ based on
available evidence as required
to deny the Terraces proposal
under the HAA.”

A statement issued by
Wenter on behalf of O’Brien
Homes after the meeting read,
“We are pleased with the
council’s thorough discussion
of the Terraces application and
we appreciate the hard work
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

by city staff and consultants.
We were also encouraged to
hear so many community

members speak passionately in
support of new rental housing
in Lafayette and look forward
to the city's final decision in
two weeks.”

Whatever the outcome of
the city’s final meeting, it is al-
most certain the matter will
end up in litigation. Wenter
has previously warned that lit-
igation could cost as much as
$15.75 million if courts find the
city acted in bad faith in deny-
ing the project.
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Office Located in Walnut Creek

| This lovely 4-bedroom 2.5-bath home LY
with a charming detached cottage is =
set in a tranquil setting. Its upgraded I
kitchen, newer flooring and roof, recessed
lighting and much more, make it a perfect
for family life as well as entertaining,
especially during SIP. An oasis just 10 miles
from Orinda BART!  Offered at $769,000 =

4616 Wildwood Ct, El Sobrante
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1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445






